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MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

 BUILDING CODES COMMITTEE

January 17, 2001
Maricopa Association of Governments Office

Saguaro Room
Phoenix, Arizona

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Bob Goodhue, Acting Chairman, Phoenix
* Ken Sowers, Avondale

Bob Lee, Cave Creek
* Alex Banachowski, Chandler
* Leon Manuel, El Mirage
* Patrick Davis, Fountain Hills

Ralph Vasquez, Gila Bend
JoRene Deveau Gila River Indian Community
Ray Patten, Gilbert
Bill Griffith for Deborah Mazoyer,  Glendale
Steve Burger, Goodyear
Chuck Ransom, Litchfield Park

Tom Hedges, Mesa
* Armando Rivas, Paradise Valley

Neil Burning, Peoria
Tim Wegner, Queen Creek
Dave Potter, Scottsdale
Forrest Fielder for John Guenther,  Surprise
Michael Williams, Tempe
Mario Rochin, Tolleson

* Skip Blunt, Wickenburg
Steve Lawton, Youngtown
Tom Ewers, Maricopa County
Rus Brock, Home Builders Association

*Those members neither present nor represented by proxy.

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE

Michael Tibbett, Carefree
Ben Cox, Gilbert

Alan Olson, Phoenix
Dave Fizzell, Prescott
Suzanne Gilstrap, Multifamily Housing Assn.

1.  Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 2:03 p.m. by Acting Chairman Bob Goodhue.

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes of December 20, 2001

It was moved by Mario Rochin, seconded by Tom Hedges and unanimously recommended to approve
the meeting minutes of December 20, 2001.

3. Call to the Public

Acting Chairman Bob Goodhue asked if there were any requests to address the MAG Building Codes
Committee for non agenda items.  No requests were made.
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4. Fair Housing Amendments and Applicability to the Building Codes

Bob Goodhue noted that at  the December 20, 2000 meeting of the MAG Building Codes Committee the
issue of compliance with the Fair Housing Act was discussed.    Mr. Goodhue indicated that Paul
Armstrong of ICBO said he would get back to the MAG Building Codes Committee on changes to the
1997 UBC, but to date we had not heard from him.  He said that until we received additional
documentation, no action would be taken.  

Tom Ewers asked what would happen if state legislation mandated that a certain code be adopted to
ensure compliance with the Fair Housing Act.  Suzanne Gillstrap said no legislation had been proposed.

It was recommended that the issue be tabled to the next meeting and that additional documentation would
be sought.  

.
5. Update on Adoption of the 2000 Codes

Bob Goodhue read a statement from Leon Manuel to Terry Vosler providing an Update on the Adoption
of the 2000 Codes.  The statement is attached.

Neil Burning asked about what would transpire with the International Fire Code.   Bob Lee said that at
the Code Change meetings the issue came up and that there is a group looking into it.

Forrest Fielder said that Surprise is unique because their Fire Chief is on board with the Internatioal
Building Code.  He said that they were prepared to adopt the International Fire Code at the same time
they adopt the International Building Code.

Tom Hedges said that within the MAG area fire departments are meeting to develop a consistent
recommendation.  He noted that they are looking at the International Fire code and the Uniform Fire
Code and that they hadn’t decided which way to go.  He said that if they retain the UFC, it will need to
be changed to be consistent with the IBC.

Forrest Field asked if MAG as a group was going to advocate that the Regional Fire chiefs support
uniformity.  Mike Williams responded that this matter was discussed and that Leon Manuel conferred
with local fire chiefs on the matter and that they had not yet made a decision on the issue.

Suzanne Gilstrap said that the Arizona Multifamily Housing Associat ion was supportive of cities adopt ing
the International Codes including the Fire Code.  She said that many others support it and this would
provide a family of codes.

6. 1999 National Electrical Code 

In December of 1999 MAG requested assistance from AZBO to create a working group to develop a
MAG Standard for amendments to the 1999 National Electrical Code. Alan Olson reported that Phoenix
played host for AZBO to organize a consensus body of contractors, engineers and code officials to look
at adoption of a single set of codes.  He indicated that the Committee convened 6-8 times over the year
and voted to recommend the 1999 National Electrical code with five amendments.   He requested that
the  Building Codes Committee consider adopting the 1999 NEC with the five amendments as a standard.
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Bob Lee asked for clarification regarding Sections 336-4 and 336-5 as to whether Romex was allowed
in commercial construction. Clarification was provided that it was not.

Dave Potter indicated that he had a problem with Section 336-5, (a),2 which deleted "service entrance
cable" from the list of uses not permitted for type NM cable. Subsequent discussion provided clarification.

It was moved by Ben Cox and seconded by Dave Potter to adopt the 1999 National Electrical Code with
the five amendments proposed by the AZBO committee.  The motion carried unanimously.

7. Status Report on Initiatives on Establishing a Common Permitting Process

Alan Olson reported that on January 2, 2001, the City of Phoenix hosted a Smart Permitting forum to
identify the highest priority issues that needed to be addressed by local governments in the Region.  Mr.
Olson reviewed the eight  issues identified by Forum participants and said that working groups were being
formed to address each of those. 

Harry Wolfe commented that a number of the initiatives are being pursued by other MAG committees
or covered by other MAG projects.  He gave as examples the MAG Telecommuncations Advisory
Group, the MAG Intelligent Transportation System Committee and the MAG Population Technical
Advisory Committee.  He suggested that these committees be informed about the initiatives to  avoid
duplication of effort and allow for coordination of activities.

Alan Olson said that the formation of the Smart Permitting Forum working groups was not designed to
exclude anyone and welcomed particpation from other parties.

8. Legislative Issues

The implications of House Bill 2407 were discussed.  Dave Potter suggested that the bill was probably
directed at the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality and would apply to a delegation agreement.
He said that this was a contentious issue regarding Septic Tanks.

Tom Hedges said that the bill would effect anyone who has delegation authority with a local jurisdiction.
In addition to ADEQ, some other agreements that could be effected are those with the state Fire
Marshall, Office of Manufactured Homes  

It was noted that any Code that goes through state rulemaking would be legitimate.  Therefore it  would
be possible for the International Building Code to be made a state code.

Alan Olson made reference to two other legislative bills: 2179 and 2200.  Proposed bill 2179 would
abolish the State registrar of contractors and require that a surety bond be acquired by contractors for
each job.   It would prohibit cities from licensing contractors.   Tom Hedges said such an action would
reduce quality control.  Proposed bill 2200 provides that if Natural Gas is provided to a property, you
must connect to natural gas and are prohibited from using LPG.
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9. Plumbing Code Commission

Steve Burger provided a report on the Senate Study Committee on the State Plumbing Code that was
held on January 3, 2001.   He said that Senator Cirillo was going to write to Senator John McCain about
the matter.  He said that Senator Cirillo asked Hal Key, Chairman of the Uniform Plumbing Code
Commission to speak.  He also noted that several parties spoke in favor of the International Codes
including Norm Feingold of U.S. Homes, Dave Nichols of TWB in Mesa and Ed Marley of AIA.

Suzanne Gilstrap said that Cirillo had not made a final report, but that he was not going to develop
legislation to abolish the Commission.  He was going to write to Senator McCain stressing the need for
uniformity rather than competing codes.

Russ Brock said the NAHB lobbyist had put on a seminar and met with Senator Cirillo.  He said that he
wanted to help the Senator understand what it took to keep a code current.  He added that if you want
uniformity, creating your own codes doesn’t do it.  Russ Brock said he thought Cirillo would introduce
legislation.

10. Review of Outstanding Agenda Items

It was noted that at the December 20, 2000 meeting of the MAG Building Codes Committee, Chairman
Leon Manuel reported that he wanted to bring back issues that the Building Codes Committee had
considered at previous meetings, but which had never been resolved.   Because Mr. Manuel was not in
attendance the review was deferred. 

11. Southwest Gas Luncheon/Training Session on Wednesday, January 24, 2001

Harry Wolfe noted that Southwest Gas will be hosting a luncheon/training session for MAG Building
Codes Committee members and their staff on Wednesday January 24, 2001.  He added that a panel of
experts from SW Gas moderated by Fran Smith will field questions from training participants from 11:00
a.m. to 12:00 noon and lunch will be served from 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.   Harry Wolfe requested that
anyone who wanted to attend the Southwest Gas luncheon notify him by tomorrow at the latest.

12. Topics for Future Agendas

Potential topics for the next meeting were identified and will include: roof access provisions, an  update
on the International Codes and a status report  on the Smart Permitt ing Forum established by Phoenix.

13. Updated MAG Building Codes Committee Membership

Bob Goodhue announced that an updated membership roster for the MAG Building Codes Committee
had been transmitted to committee members and to notify Harry Wolfe via e-mail if there were any
changes that needed to be made.

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
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Attachment to Minutes of January 17, 2001

 -----Original Message-----
From:        Manuel, Leon 
Sent:        Tuesday, January 16, 2001 1:43 PM 
To:        Terry Vosler (E-mail)
Cc:        Harry Wolfe (E-mail ); Bob Goodhue (E-mail) 
Subject:        AZBO Code Change Commmii ttee
 
Hi Terry, 
 
After rev iewing the agenda and minutes of  the Code Change Committee I have the following comments:
 
A. Regardless of whether or not they attend, an invitation for each and every meeting, needs to be extended to the
design community i.e.archi tects,  engineers, consulting engineers, etc. Therefore they cannot  claim that they were
never inv ited. Note, there are four AIA Chapters in AZ, two SEA groups. Please add the groups to your email list.
As well as  the construction associations i.e. general contractors, subcontractors, etc
 
B. At the listing of  attendees please state the name of the organization vs. using initials. For someone not knowing
who the individual is they would wonder what is ACT, ABA, GRFD, etc. I know Russ Brock so I know he  is from the
Home Builder Association.
 
C. For those of us who cannot attend the meeting but have an interest in what is transpiring it would be helpful to
have the code change item to rev iew. Through email we've seen some of the submittals, l ike from Bob Lee  however
we do not see the items that you are discussing such as the proposals from Dave Mann and Dave Fizzell . Please
include those with your minutes.
 
D. Throughout the minutes there is stated a "discussion" of a particular  item, well what was discussed. Were there
some good points, bad points that led to an approval /disapproval of  an code change submittal. Please provide more
information of what was discussed. I am not asking for a word by word account but some wording at to what
happened. Having the code change proposal with the minutes should also help to understand why something was
approved and maybe reference to the Reason for the Code Change will suffice in the minutes. This will help in
providing an Analysis for the code changes that are approved at MAG. 
 
E. On the third page, second paragraph. Ben Cox's discussion of excluding  proposals re: the IFGC and IPC. I do
not care if AZBO reviews the other I codes as long as AZBO's commitment to MAG is met within the time frames
stipulated.

It appears you are off to a good start. MAG and I appreciate your ef forts  and understand the tremendous task at
hand. I f you have any questions of the above do not hesitate to contact me.  Thanks.

Leon B. Manuel Jr., C.B.O.
Rep. City of El  Mirage, Arizona
Chairman MAG Bui lding Code Committee 
lmanuel@stantec.com
Stantec Consulting Inc.
8211 South 48th Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85044-5355
(V) 602.438.2200   (F) 602.431.9562 
 


